INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



lr ational Application No 

fft/US 01/42155 



A. CLASSIRCATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 G06T5/00 



Accordng to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 G06T 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



STAMMBERGER T ET AL: "Determination of 3D 
cartilage thickness data from MR Imaging: 
computational method and reproducibility 
in the living" 

MAGNETIC RESONANCE IN MEDICINE, ACADEMIC 

PRESS, DULUTH, MN, US, 

vol. 41, no. 3, March 1999 (1999-03), 

pages 529-536, XP002161461 

ISSN: 0740-3194 

cited in the application 

abstract 

page 530, paragraphs MATERIALS, AND, METHODS 



1-15 



m 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



□ 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



° Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the genera! state of the art which Is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
a E" earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

V document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'0* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



'T* later document published after the Internationa) filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

°Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art 

'&' document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



11 October 2002 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



29/10/2002 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
TeL (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Gonzalez Ordonez, 0 



Form PCT/1SA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



li R ational Application No 

pTt/US 01/42155 



C(Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category • 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant lo claim No. 


A 


ZOHARA A. COHEN ET AL.: "Knee cartilage 


1-15 




topography, thickness, and contact areas 






from MRI: in-vitro calibration and in-vivo 






measurements" 






OSTEOARTHRITIS AND CARTILAGE, 'Online! 






vol. 7, 1999, pages 95-109, XP002216548 






Retrieved from the Internet: 






<URL : http : //ci teseer . n j . nec . com/ 477079 . htm 






1> * retrieved on 2002-10-11! 






abstract 






page 97, left-hand column, line 8 






-right-hand column, line 21 




A 


ANDRIACCHI THOMAS P ET AL: "Methods for 


1-15 




evaluating the progression of 






osteoarthritis" 






JOURNAL OF REHABILITATION RESEARCH AND 






DEVELOPMENT, THE SERVICE, WASHINGTON, DC, 






US, 






vol. 37, no. 2, March 2000 (2000-03), 






pages 163-170, XP002188111 






ISSN: 0748-7711 






page 167, left-hand column, line 45 - line' 






55 




A 


H0NGYI LI ET AL: "A boundary optimisation 


1-15 




algorithm for delineating brain objects 






from CT-scans" 






NUCLEAR SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM AND MEDICAL 






IMAGING CONFERENCE, 1993., 1993 IEEE 






CONFERENCE RECORD. SAN FRANCISCO, CA, USA 






31 OCT. -6 NOV. 1993, NEW YORK, NY, 






USA, IEEE, 






31 October 1993 (1993-10-31), pages 






1553-1557, XP010119366 






ISBN: 0-7803-1487-5 






page 1553, paragraph II 






page 1554, paragraph III 





Fofm PCT/1SA/210 (continuation of second sheet) (July 1992) 



